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Dear friends, 

Warm greetings from Larissa. The snow has already covered the mountains surrounding Larissa as the winter is coming closer. 

Many people here in Greece will have difficulties this year facing the cold, as they will not have money to heat their houses. Recently we have read in the local newspaper that 400 families (of which both parents are without a job), receive every     month an aid package from the local town,
             
Women meet for prayer         
            500 other families are on the waiting list.We wonder... How many more families live under poverty level? 
We don’t know how many, but it is clear is that there is a fast growing number of poor people in our town. 

As a church we try to help as much as we can, but we are also limited, concerning material aid. On the other hand we have so much to share: The message of Hope of a Father who does cares for us. We have a message of light for people in distress. We believe that this crisis also provides us a window of opportunities that people might understand that we are totally dependent on Him. 

Summer in Larissa

During the summer we had our yearly campaign again. Many new contacts were made in the squares using sketch board, mime, songs and testimonies. Quite a lot of young people came to our youth café, enjoying fellowship, games and refreshments.

Some people prayed for the first time in their life. Elena * (name changed) was brought by her daughter to the church. It was there she received Christ and she has been reading the Bible since. Life is tough as she is a single mother with 4 mostly teenage kids and no work. Yet she knows that she is not alone anymore.

After the summer we said goodbye to the Siskos family as they returned to Athens after having lived here for about seven years. For our Roma Vlach community this is a great loss, as they had lead the ministry in Nea Smyrni with all their heart. The believers there are determined however to continue being a light in this very dark part of our town.  

Food and clothes

As a church we are giving out food packages and clothes to the most needy. We would like to start giving out cooked meals as well but we just discovered that we would need to change the whole kitchen if we are to abide by local laws. Pray that we will find a solution to this. We would love to help more people but have come to our limits as a church, and so we pray that God Himself will meet people in their needs.   
Testimony:
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In the midst of the crisis we see that God is changing lives. This time we want to introduce Giannis and Vicky to you with their three children: Despoina (8), Sotiria (4) and Andreas (3 months). 

Gianni, tell us a little bit about yourself and your family. What brought you here in Larissa? 
I have been raised in Stomio, about 40 minutes drive from Larissa, where my parents have lived for all their lives. It was there that I first met with Vicky in 1996. Vicky, whose father is originally from Stomio, has been raised on Long Island, New York. During her holiday in Stomio we met and we eventually got married in 2001. Vicky has a job at the military base at Tirnavos, while I have my own restaurant in Stomio. We decided to live in Larissa and raise our children here.
How did you come to a living faith: About three years ago our youngest daughter Sotiria became very ill, so severely that we thought that we would lose her. But God used this all to draw us to Himself, saving her life. It was through people from the base that Vicky heard about the evangelical church and in September 2008 we started going there. 
We have been attending there since to study the Bible, pray and have fellowship together with God and with other believers. 

What has changed in your life since you have believed? 

Everything, faith in God has changed our lives completely; It has changed our family and  the way we communicate. I can not describe it all as that would take too many pages. 
Do you have any dreams for the future? 

Our dreams are simple. We wish to raise our children in God’s ways and to serve others that are in need.  We also aim to open a small restaurant here in Larissa in order to have daily work (since the restaurant in Stomio is busy during the summer, but in the winter there are hardly any tourists in this village). 

Praise & Prayer points: 

· Praise God for all those who heard the Gospel during the summer and the people that responded to it!!

· Praise and Pray for Gianni and Vicky and their three children, for growth in their faith and guidance for a possible restaurant in Larissa 

· Please pray for Greece in this time of crisis. Pray that people will acknowledge their need for a Savior and start reading the Bible.

· Pray for us as a church as we are trying to share the Gospel during this time of crisis. Pray for work for the believers without income. (this needs a miracle but we do believe in a God of miracles    

Thank you so much for all your support in many ways!

Christian Center Larissa, Venizelou 137, 41222 Larissa 0030-2410-251739 

Email: eternitylar@yahoo.com         http://larissa.gec.gr/
Funds can be sent to the following address. All gifts are tax deductible. Gifts shall be made payable to the appropriate organization and designated “LARISSA CHURCH”.

Thank you for your interest, faithfulness and prayers for the work of the Lord in Greece. We appreciate it!

EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN MISSION

P.O. BOX 1006, Point Roberts, WA 98281 USA

5097 47A  Avenue, Delta, BC V4K 4G5 CANADA
