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May, 2010


Dear friends,
As Spring has come to Greece it’s time to once again write an update from Larissa. 

We are so thankful for having prayer partners all over the world as we know that prayer is the work! 

Miracles at the car wash

As the economic crisis hits Greece hard Elena, who has became a believer two years ago, lost her job in a restaurant due to the fact that they didn’t have enough customers.. As she phoned her old boss to work again at the carwash (long hours with a low wage and no insurance) she wondered what God had in mind.  

It was not long after that she and her friend Vaso started to share Christ with three Albanian women that also worked at the carwash. Their testimonies touched the lives of these women and once they received Albanian Bibles they started to study the Bible together during times when there were no cars. All three of them have come to know Christ and one of them recently got baptized. We pray that their testimonies will transform also their families. Their husbands , first very negative, are slowly starting to open up to the gospel!

Visitors from far away

It is about half a year since Ibrahim* has come to our church desperate for help in his difficult situation. Many of his fellow country men from Southern Asia have also come to Greece About 150 of them are living right now in Larissa working at low paid jobs. Only 0.1% of all refugees in Greece are recognized as asylum seekers and many have now no legal state at all and they sometimes live together with more than 15 countrymen in one house. 

Recently Ibrahim brought 3 friends with him who joined our Easter celebration and Easter meal afterwards. 

Please pray for Ibrahim and his friends that God will reveal Himself to them as the Way the Truth and the Life, pray also for wisdom for us; how to share the gospel with them. 

* For security reasons we neither use their real names nor the country they come from. 

Satanists in our city 
Somebody told my wife recently that there are many Satanists active within our town. They often draw a special sign on the walls at places where they have made a blood sacrifice. I was already aware of many dark places where heavy metal and Satanist symbols are sold openly. The frightening thing is that I see many young people visiting these shops wearing black clothes and t-shirts with blasphemy on it, openly provoking the so called Christian society. One of these shops is just around the corner of our Christian bookshop and recently another shop has opened almost opposite of our church!
It’s no wonder that one colleague describes while coming back to Larissa she felt a cloud of heaviness descending on her again, something which she did not feel while visiting other places. 
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We have opened our youth center every Monday night and pray for protection for our youth and the strengthening of their faith. But also that God will bring young people into our center to find the love and acceptance they so desperately are seeking. 
The end of April our young people organized a ping pong tournament which was  very successful as it drew 26 young people, mostly students from the TEI at where five believers from our church study, to the centre. Many expressed that they want to come again. Please pray for these new contacts and for the youth café which is open every Monday evening.         

Pray for possible Gypsy workers
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August and Dana from Romania visited us last week with their youngest (of 4) child Emma (1) reaching out to the Roma Vlach community in Nea Smyrni. Part of their trip was; to see if God is really calling them to come as a family to Greece. As they experienced confirmation of this they are now in the process of fund raising. Something that is rather a challenge coming from a poor gypsy church themselves. 
Being Gypsy himself who got to know the Lord 15 years ago, Gusti has a deep concern and great love for the gypsies community here in Greece amongst whom are only a few stable believers. Although the gospel has been shared with a lot of Gypsies there is a great need for a pastoral figure that is rooted in the Word of God. Gusti combines these gifts. 

Please pray for them as a couple and family (with children 10,8,5 and 1 years old), and for God to move mountains! Please pray also for the Greek evangelical community as they also help to search ways to support them.     
Thank you for standing with us as we search to minister to the lost in Larissa. Please pray for pastor George and his wife Despoina as they lead the ministry as well as for the leadership team. There is a great need for more co-workers, especially for the youth.  
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Email: eternitylar@yahoo.com

Funds can be sent to the following address. All gifts are tax deductible. Gifts shall be made payable to the appropriate organization and designated “LARISSA CHURCH”.

Thank you for your interest, faithfulness and prayers for the work of the Lord in Greece. We appreciate it!
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