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What a summer!

In many ways we have had a “hot” summer, not only the temperatures were high but also many activities kept us busy during this time. We have seen how God has used this summer to draw several people (closer) to Himself.
Outreach at the squares
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From 19-31st of July we organized our annual summer campaign. During the first week the focus was mainly at the two central squares of Larissa. With the help of Sotiris and Katerina who work with “Agape” (Campus) sketch board was used to share the gospel message. During this time about 250 people followed the program, many New Testaments and DVD’s were given out and with 80 people we had extended conversations. 

Olivier, from France, travels every year to the country of his (Greek) grandmother. This year he wanted to go to Volos. As the train stopped in Larissa he decided to visit the city before continuing his journey. At the square he heard God’s message and it touched his heart deeply. He prayed the same day to receive Christ and shared (as he stayed on for about a week) by the 3rd day that “Christ has changed my life”. Also two men have been coming more or less regular to the church since then. One man, homeless, had suicidal plans. He had lost his good job a few years ago and as the Greek system pays only for one year a certain % of his last years wage; being without income he became desperate.
Pray for these three men who have heard the Good News that God will continue to work in their lives. 
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During the 2nd week of our outreach we had 9 foreigners from 8 different countries who took part in the outreach organized by OM under the name “Transform 2010”. 
The mornings we spent in the area of Nea Smyrni, the Gypsy ghetto of our town. A worker from CEF told a Bible story where as the visitors performed a puppet theater and spent time doing crafts with the kids. Many faces and arms were also painted! 

The guys of the team reached out to the teenagers of this area and they reported:
“Samuel from Switzerland, William from Northern Ireland, and Jens from Germany all led an outreach with Roma teenagers in Nea Smyrni. 
The reality that Roma teens face in Nea Smyrni is marriage and parenthood by age 14, and many believe in magic and sorcery.  Samuel, William, and Jens all wanted the chance to tell the teens about Jesus, and found football a great way to build relationship with them.

“We arrived in Nea Smyrni, excited but unsure of what to expect. We were taken to a house in the middle of the estate where we met a group of teenagers. We were quickly introduced – through translators – and were given an opportunity to share our testimony. The guys listened carefully and we hope and pray that our short stories will have an impact on them. We then moved to the local High School where we played football with the lads. This was a special time as we quickly formed relationships with the rest of our teammates. We were people from different places and cultures but for that hour we each had a common goal – to beat the other team. After we played for a short time we said our goodbyes and arranged another match for the next day, encouraging them to bring their friends”. 
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Ambelokipi
In the afternoons we went to the area of Ambelokipi, a five minute distance walk from our church. This is an area with a high number of immigrants which has had a bad name for many years. For the first time we organized a festival in this area. We were unsure of the outcome, but after a slow start soon many children appeared. At the high point of the festival about 60 children were actively involved in the activities and many of their (grand) parents were amazed about the program. “Nobody has ever done this in our area”, and “will you come again?” were heard several times. Over 100 meters of necklaces and bracelets were made and many crowns and paper puppets were made as well and the children were changed into animals by the girls who painted their faces. Not everybody returned home dry as the water games were a great success. 
Through this all we were able to built new relationships and share His light in an area were much darkness has been displayed in the past. It was great to see the joy on the faces of the children and their parents. 
We pray that somehow we will be able to continue to invest in the relationships build in this area of our town. 
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Last but not least: Our last down payment…
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          With a little bit of anxiety we are looking towards our last down payment for our church floor which is due at the end of next month. We definitely see that the economic crisis that has Greece in its grip has made it a bigger challenge to raise money in this time. 
Please pray for the more than € 30.000 that we still need. We know that for God nothing is impossible as we have seen as well in the last two years. If you want to contribute (every gift counts!!) from abroad you can do that at the address given underneath. 
Thank you so much for help and support in many ways!
Christian Center Larissa, Venizelou 137, 41222 Larissa 0030-2410-251739 

Email: eternitylar@yahoo.com

Funds can be sent to the following address. All gifts are tax deductible. Gifts shall be made payable to the appropriate organization and designated “LARISSA CHURCH”.

Thank you for your interest, faithfulness and prayers for the work of the Lord in Greece. We appreciate it!

EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN MISSION

P.O. BOX 1006, Point Roberts, WA 98281 USA

5097 47A  Avenue, Delta, BC V4K 4G5 CANADA
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