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God does miracles

Checking our last news letter (from October 2010) we realized that we have never informed you regarding our last down payment. 
Just in time God again provided enough money so we were able to pay off our last down payment. We can only be amazed about our awesome God! Especially exciting is that a very substantial part of that money came from the church members themselves. One couple made a large contribution saying: “The best way to invest into the lives of our children is investing into the church”. 
Although we have still some interest free loans to be paid off we are very thankful that we actually never had to borrow from the bank. We praise Him for His faithfulness as there were many times we wondered how we ever could gather such an amount of money. Last Sunday our church was completely full and also the first floor did not have any empty corner when we had a church meal to celebrate the baptism service together! For this we want to thank our faithful partners from all over the world!   
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Inspired by our visit in Savannah, Georgia (once again thank you for investing into our church) in the beginning of the year we have started with a new ministry in the church. A group of potential new leaders meets about once every three weeks. Together we pray, share and discuss things together as part of o process of “strategic planning” for the future of the church.  

The “potential leaders” group 
        

It is exciting to share together and analyze the situation of the church. 
The crisis deepens

As you might well know, Greece is going through a very difficult time and we see more and more people struggling with their daily needs. Some are homeless, some have great debts as they can’t pay their house rent, and others have no electricity anymore as they couldn’t pay the bills. 
On top of that many refugees are still entering Greece. In Larissa too we have seen a growing number of people from Asia and Africa, trying to sell different items, washing car windows at traffic lights etc.

As many farmers have no money to pay workers so many of the gypsies we know stay jobless and struggle to find their daily food, let alone to pay their medicines if there is an emergency; Panayiotis for example. He is 17 and yet very ill with the Crohn’s disease. He has no insurance and since he is an Albanian gypsy he can not apply for any state funds to help him with paying the € 600 + for medicines every month.

In other situations some people do help. There is a bakery that on a regular base provides bread that we on our turn give to the neediest. It seems like carrying water to the ocean. There is no end to the needs and our resources are little.   

His light in the darkness 

Despite the darkness around us God is changing lives..
Even though the numbers of young people that have come to our youth center “Anothen” (higher) are quite low, overall one student have come to faith over these months and he comes faithfully to the youth group. We praise God for him. 
Another helper with the youth is Richard. Raised mostly by his grandparents in the Dominican Republic, Richard came to Greece while he was in his mid teens, together with his younger brother, in order to be re-united with their mother. 
[image: image2.jpg]


No wonder he had a very hard time adapting to a new culture and language.  In all things drugs and alcohol became part of his daily life. In this way he could also deal with the rejection he so many times faced. 
He didn’t think much of it when his mother and later even his stepfather turned to Christ. Yet, during a meeting in our church, while Vincent Price from ECM was sharing, he was deeply touched and felt God hands on his life. 

Richard and pastor George

It is from that day that his life is slowly changing. Although the spiritual battle is sometimes very real, he grows in his faith and last Sunday he has been baptized. It was a day of great joy for him and his family as well as for the whole church.

Baptism
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Besides Richard also 5 others have also been baptized; two women from the Dominican Republic, as well as three Greek men! 
Christos got introduced to the Gospel during the last summer outreach. Then he was homeless. His life was without any hope and reason to live for. Even though he is still without a job, he has found a temporary place to live and acknowledges God’s work in His life. 
                Christos being baptized
Akis has been coming to church for about two years now. His wife was already a believer for many years. God met him on several occasions and now he is enjoying the fellowship in the church and has become part of the potential leadership team where his input is greatly valued. 

Plans for the summer:

Also this year from July 10th-21st we plan to have a summer campaign through which we want to reach people in our town with the Good News! We look forward to seeing His hand touching lives and strengthening us as a body. 
Praises: 

· for the six just baptized

· for the new potential leadership team 

· [image: image4.jpg]


for the men and women’s group that have been a blessing to many 
Pray for 
· George, the 9 year old son of Marianne, who is suffering of cancer.
· further growth in depth and numbers in the church

· Greece: That God will use this crisis to draw people to Himself.




Fellowship during a church meal
· work ,as many in our church are without a stable job.
· our youth who are involved in many activities over the Summer

Christian Center Larissa, Venizelou 137, 41222 Larissa 0030-2410-251739 

Email: eternitylar@yahoo.com         http://larissa.gec.gr/
Funds can be sent to the following address. All gifts are tax deductible. Gifts shall be made payable to the appropriate organization and designated “LARISSA CHURCH”.

Thank you for your interest, faithfulness and prayers for the work of the Lord in Greece. We appreciate it!
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